Isaiah: A Child is Born

The book of Isaiah spans enough time that there are three
distinct authors:

First Isaiah (Chapters 1-39)

Written by the 8th century BCE prophet Isaiah

Second Isiah (Chapters 40-55)
Written by an anonymous 6th-century BCE author during
the Babylonian exile.

Trito-Isaiah (Third Isaiah) (Chapters 56-66)
Composed by an anonymous 6th-century BCE or later
author after the return from the exile.

The structure of the “Child” who is born has some
scholars thinking the original prophet and oracle Isaiah
issued this poem with the intention of connecting with a
royal coronation, imitating the old Egyptian regal language
where the king’s “birth” meant his ascent to power.

In a larger context, while the format and Egyptian
connection can still be true, the placement of the text in a
larger literary story allows it to mean more.

It’s hope-filled language points to worlds not confinable to
a single moment. It triggers a new imagination.

Our Text Today

Isaiah 9:8-10:4 —contrasts a suffering-filled past with a
glory-filled future; making light/making heavy (shame/
honor). A humiliated people find a better future.

Verses 2-7; peace without end the longed-for ruler will
embody life-giving virtues. The ruler will be wise in times
of crisis and confusion, be resolute and competent,
compassionate to dependents and a prince of peace.
They are not character traits, they evoke more than they

describe.

The power of metaphor of poetic chain of images:

Verse 2
Verse 3
Verse 3
Verse 4

Verse 5

light/darkness

joy at a successful harvest

joy over plunder

broken yokes previously binding forced
migrants

warfare and aftermath

Dig deeper into the history

Verse 4 talks about the Midianite invaders. To read the
account, check out Judges chapters 6 and 7.
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