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Newsletter of Acton UMC 
LOVE – LEARN – SHARE – SERVE with eternal purpose through faith in Jesus 

MAY 2024 

Amazing Missions 9 

Learn about our Amazing 

Mission Fund and how you 

can pledge your support on 

May 19th. 

 

Kids Klub 3 

Kids Klub starts June 5th.  Can 

you help get crafts ready, 

setup or cleanup, or spend 

some time with the kids? 

Blood Drive 5 

If you can donate blood or 

know someone who can, our 

spring blood drive is May 23rd.  

Signup today! 

 

Egg Hunt 15 

See the smiles and fun from 

our community Egg Hunt we 

had in April.  
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Pastor Matthew is available via email at matthewstultz@me.com 
or you can call the office at 317-862-2588 to schedule an appointment. 

 

 

Taking Care of Yourself 
BY PASTOR MATTHEW STULTZ 

 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.  Do not conform to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.    Romans 12:1-2 

 

I’ve been busy coordinating worship schedules and looking already to the Fall and praying for vision for the 
future of the congregation.  As a pastor, it’s my responsibility to continually listen for God and do my best 
to share the path we are supposed to take.   

It has been so reassuring to see our worship attendance coming back, especially with new faces.  We have 
had some amazing folks decide to make AUMC their church home.  It is an amazing time! 

As the momentum builds, we look to the future, we dream and vision and we begin putting the foundation 
in place for the church we want to be in 20 years, 10 years, 5 years and what needs to happen today to 
make that happen.  While all of this is great the thing you can do right now to make a difference is take care 
of yourself.  Paul says to the church in Rome that how you take care of yourself is a form of worship.  How 
you rest, recharge for service is a testimony to Jesus and your love for him. 

I find myself lacking on that front.  I’m still part of the pastoral generation that was taught that if you aren’t 
constantly exhausted and stressed out, you’re not working hard enough.  I’ve been eating better and losing 
weight but I’m coming to my annual reset of my vacation time. Because UM pastors move in June, my 
vacation time of 4 weeks is from June to June, and I have found that I still have half my vacation left.  I went 
away with my wife to New Orleans, and I kept on my phone and did emails and wrote a sermon for the next 
Sunday.  I’m beginning to realize that not only is it not healthy for me, but it is also a poor example for self-
care for you.  If your pastor can’t stop and recharge, he or she is a poor leader. 

So, I’m going to do better for myself, for my family, and for you.   

How are you taking care of yourself today?  Are you so busy that the things you are working towards cannot 
be enjoyed in their current form?  How can you take tiny steps to be more present, more healthy, and less 
anxious?   

Let’s cheer one another on for a more abundant life in Christ Jesus. 

 

Pastor Matthew 

 

mailto:matthewstultz@me.com


LOVE – LEARN – SHARE – SERVE 

 

MAY AT A GLANCE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

GOD’S BOUNTY 

May 8th 
6-7:00pm 

May 9th 
8:00am & 1-6:30pm 

Sign-up to 
volunteer or 
call the office. 

FELLOWSHIP 
DINNER 

May 15th @6:00pm 

It’s a picnic! 

Hosted by the Women 
of Acton 

Goodwill offering for 
refreshing kitchen 
utensils and supplies. 

MAY EVENTS 
9th ....... God’s Bounty 
19th ..... Bake Sale 
15th ..... Fellowship Dinner 
23rd ..... Blood Drive 

JUNE EVENTS 
5th ....... Kids Klub Starts 
13th ..... God’s Bounty 
19th ..... Fellowship Dinner 

JULY EVENTS 
11th ..... God’s Bounty 
13th ..... Lunch at the Lake 
17th ..... Fellowship Dinner 
26th ..... Summer Spectacular 

TEAM MEETINGS 
Staff Parish ............ May 7th 
Strategy Council .... May 9th 
Trustees ................ May 21st  

Missions ................ May 22nd  
UMW Board .......... July 29th  
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June 17th 
Josette Randolph’s 

The Book List 
by Sara Nisha Adams 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MONDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S 
STUDY GROUP 

This group of women meet each 
week at Phyllis Taylor’s home 
at 6:00pm and would love to 
have you join.  They are just 

starting In the Eye of the Storm, 
by Max Lucado.  See Gayle 

Kerns for more details. 

Church Bulletin Funnies 

A new loudspeaker system has been installed in the church. It 
was given by one of our members in honor of his wife. 
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May’s health focus is Lyme Disease.  Lyme disease is 
most common May through June and about 30,000 
cases a year are reported.  The best defense against 
Lyme disease is protection against tick bites.  Avoid 
walking in tall grass, use repellent with at least 20% 
DEET, picaridin, or IR3535, shower after being 
outdoors, and always check for ticks.  Learn more at 
www.clinicaladvisor.com. 

WEAR GREEN – MAY 12th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

As of March 31, 2024 

Income ........ $84,751 ............ 30% of budget 

Expenses ..... $69,149 ............ 25% of budget  

MAY 
BIRTHDAYS  

 

John Tope 1st 
Trudi Wolfe 3rd 

Cherilynn Spicer 6th 
Natalie Tope 7th 
Matt Smith 12th 

Linda Stephenson 15th  
Ruth Crowel 31st 
Chuck Reifeis 31st 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 
May 23rd 

 

Scan QR code to sign up or 

see Susan French 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
PRAY FOR EACH OTHER 

 

HEALING AND STRENGTH:  Family of Curt Fulk (Gary & Karen’s son), Family of 
Ron Kramer, Herb Gaunt, Braydon Hohlt, Violet Hohlt, Jody Ryan, Jan 
Prendergast, Mary Wright, David Phillips, Carol Cain, Stan Ensch, Shawna 
Harrison, Cheryl Herron, Chris Osbourn (Grubb’s daughter), Linda Hicks, Greg 
McConaughey, Paula McIntosh, Mike Finnigan (Stephenson’s son-in-law) 

OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS:  Nick Crane, Olivia Woodrow, Cherilynn Spicer, 
Madison Hulskotter, Ethan Warner 

MILITARY PERSONNEL:  Adam Walters, Lucas Lamkin, Nick Crane, Travis Beasley 
 

 

EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY  
SHARE THE BLESSINGS YOU HAVE RECEIVED 

GOD’S BOUNTY COLLECTION 

Thanks to all who brought in food 
for the Spring food drive with our 
scouts. 

Purchase a Simply Give card at the 
Southport Meijer now through 
June 29th, and Meijer will match 
your purchase for God’s Bounty.  
This is a great way to help the 
food pantry.  Double 
match day is June 15th! 

GOD’S BOUNTY HELP 

WEDNESDAY, May 8th  
6-7:00pm 

 
THURSDAY, May 9th 
8:00am & 1-6:30pm 

If you can volunteer, please 
sign-up on-line.  You can 

contact the office for help. 

May Loose Change and $1  
Fletcher Place Community Center 

DONATE TO GOD’S BOUNTY 
Grab a bag and fill it up!  Missions will take your donations 
to God’s Bounty food pantry.  Bags are available in the 
Missions Nook. 

. 

If you have a prayer request, please call the office, or fill out a prayer request card during Sunday worship so that the pastor may pray for 
you and your loved ones.  A request for prayer can also be sent out to other members on email and added to the prayer list online and in 
the Sunday bulletin.  We know that details of prayer requests can be private so information and updates will only be shared if requested. 
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PASSIONATE WORSHIP 
FROM THE PULPIT 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

MAY WORSHIP SERIES – QUEST: THE AWAKENED TRAVELER 
Whether you travel far away or see your local surroundings as if for the first time, 
pilgrimage has long been a spiritual practice, and “journey” a deeply felt metaphor for 
our spiritual lives. “Quest” comes from the Latin root meaning “ask, seek.” This four-
week worship series will encourage us to open ourselves more fully to the curiosity 
and wonder, reflection and transformation that travelers–not merely tourists–
experience when they choose to immerse themselves in soul-widening adventures 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   

Right Where You Are 
In her online article, The Ultimate Guide to Christian Hospitality: What 
the Bible Says, Camilla Klein explores what the Bible says about Christian 
hospitality and provides practical tips for practicing it in your daily life.  

Christian hospitality is more than simply entertaining guests; it is a 
reflection of God’s love for all people. Through hospitality, we are given 
the opportunity to share our faith and be a blessing to others. As 
Christians, we are called to love our neighbors as ourselves and to serve 
those in need. Hospitality is an excellent way to do just that.  

In addition, hospitality is an act of obedience and worship. Hebrews 13:2 
reminds us to “not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so 
doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing 
it.” By welcoming others into our homes and lives, we are serving Christ 
Himself. 

Ultimately, hospitality is a reflection of God’s character. Throughout the 
Bible, we see God’s hospitality towards His people, providing for their 
needs and inviting them into His presence. As we practice hospitality, 
we become a reflection of God’s love and grace to those around us. 

Christian hospitality is more than just providing food and shelter. It’s an 
act of love, kindness, and generosity that reflects God’s character. 

Excerpts from: The Ultimate Guide to Christian Hospitality: What the Bible Say By 
Camilla Klein, christianeducatorsacademy.com. 

 

GREETERS 

MAY 

5th ....... Chuck & Cynthia R. 
12th ..... Floyd & Linda S. 
19th ..... Gary & Karen F. 
26th ..... Dan & Becky R. 

 JUNE 
2nd ...... Earlene C. & Sandy S. 
9th ....... Rich & Betty Lou R. 
16th ..... Barb T. & Margie T. 
23rd ..... Steve & Mindy F. 
30th ..... Cheryl H. & Joyce H. 
 

5th .......... Leaving Home .............. Psalm 121; Exodus 13:17-21 

12th ........ The Encounter ............. Psalm 146; John 4:7-40 

19th ........ The Reflection .............. Isaiah 65:17-25; Revelation 21:22-26 

26th ........ Returning Home .......... Psalm 36:5-9 



Page 8 

www.actonumc.com 

Mission Giving 

AMAZING MISSION FUND GIVING 
Thru March 31st 

Balance:  $11,549.65 
RIP Medical Debt:  $1,500 
Robert’s Park Meal:  $252.30 
Kairos Prison Ministry:  $500 
Peace with Justice: $500 
UMCOR Sunday Match: $1,540 

CONGREGATION DIRECT GIVING 
Thru March 31st 

Loose Change: 
Shepherds Community: $182.43 
Fletcher Place:  $157.69 
Brightwood Community: $237.35 
UMCOR US: $200 
UMCOR Sunday:  $1,540.56 

WAYS TO GIVE & SERVE 
Monthly Food Pantry Collection 

Amazing Mission Fund 
Kroger Gift Card Program 

God’s Bounty – 2nd Thursdays 
Mission Meeting – May 22nd 

Kairos Spring Weekend Update 

Larry Gillim wanted to share an update on the Heritage Trails #13 spring 
weekend for Karios Prison Ministry. 

He attended the closing ceremony at the prison on Sunday, April 28th and 
was treated to another one of GOD’s miracles.  He watched 41 incarcerated 
men who had just spent 3½ days hearing about the love of Jesus Christ and 
the gospel message from the 38 Kairos volunteers complete the weekend 
experience.  During open mic, many of them shared what a life changing 
experience it was.  Larry will be spending May 5th with the men and will see 
most of them each Wednesday evening when they gather for prayer and 
share.   

We all have done our part so now God will do the rest through the Holy 
Spirit. When Larry says we, that includes all of you because of your 
donations through missions and individually, as well as all of your prayers 
that were directed for these men. He just wants you all to know what a 
wonderful blessing that you help to provide for these men and how many 
of them will continue to follow Christ for the rest of their lives because of 
this amazing ministry that you all support. 

Thanks to the contributions 
received for our Christmas Eve 
offering, a total of $1,536,537.91 
of medical debt in Marion Country 
was abolished.  The average 
abolished debt was $1,128.15. 

 

   

Blood Drive 

Our annual spring blood drive is 
set for May 23rd.  If you are able to 
donate blood, please scan the QR 
code to sign up.  You can also talk 
with Susan French.  This blood 
drive is open to 
the community so 
pass on the word 
to your friends 
and neighbors.   

 

 

Peace with Justice 

Peace with Justice Sunday is May 
26th.  It is an annual observance of 
the United Methodist Church.    
Missions has donated $500 to 
support programs and ministries 
that educate, equip, and mobilize 
actions in support of identified 
justice priorities.  Missions will be 
handing out license plates on the 
26th so make sure to grab one. 

RISK TAKING MISSION AND SERVICE 
 SERVING OTHERS IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 
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For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you invited me in…  Matthew 25:35 NIV 

 
 
 

Amazing things are happening! 

The Amazing Mission Fund has been 
used to support the missions of Acton. 

• Africa University 

• American Red Cross 

• Barnes UMC 

• Brightwood food pantry 

• Burkina Wells 

• Camperships 

• Community Assistance 

• Compassion Center meals 

• Crop Walk 

• Doctors without Borders 

• ECHO 

• East 10th Street UMC meals 

• Fletcher Place food pantry 

• Franklin Township Fast Track 

• Friends on a UMission 

• God’s Bounty 

• Habitat for Humanity 

• Kairos Prison Ministry 

• Little Free Library 

• Lucille Raines Residence 

• Metro Ministries 

• Mission Trips 

• Operation Christmas Child 

• Pack Away Hunger 

• Partners in Health 

• Promise Packs 

• Robert’s Park Meals 

• Sacred Heart Migration 

• Salvation Army 

• Save the Children 

• SAWS 

• UMCOR Kits 

• UMCOR Disaster Relief  

• UMCOR Sunday 

 

 

 

 

I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY 
FURTHER ENRICHING OTHER LIVES 

 

 

    

Acton has been Amazing 

in Missions since 2012 

 

A total of $187,019 has been 
given out through the 

Amazing Mission Fund over 
the last 12 years 

$1
87

,0
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m
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In 2012, AUMC’s Mission Team 
establish the Amazing Mission 
Fund (AMF).  This fund is a 
pledged backed fund used to 
support the various mission 
ministries at Acton. 

The AMAZING MISSION FUND is funded by the congregation 
and their ongoing commitment.  This pledge is separate and 
in addition to our regular giving to the church budget.  The 
intent is not to detract from our regular gifts and tithes on 
which the very bases of our church finances depend, but to 
strengthen our level of commitment. 

 

AMF Pledge Sunday is May 19th 

The yellow pledge cards are available at church and can be put 
in the offering plate.  You can also email your pledge to Kay 
Lynne Zietlow at klz23@icloud.com.  If you would like to know 
more about the Amazing Mission Fund, see a mission team 
member in red on Sundays this month. 

 

mailto:klz23@icloud.com
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INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
LEARN AND GROW IN YOUR FAITH – ALL ARE WELCOME 

  

All are welcome to 
drop in a class at any 
time.  If you don’t see 
anything that interests 
you, reach out to the 
church office or Pastor 
Matthew. 

 

 

ADULT CURRENT EVENTS 
The Wired Word 

Sundays, 10:35-11:15am 
Kitchen 
Sandy G. & Charlie W.  

YOUTH 
Sundays, 10:35-11:15am 
Youth Room 
Denise Gaunt 

BIBLE GAMES (PreK-5th) 
1st Sundays, 10:35-11:15am 
Children’s Chapel upstairs 

KID’S OWN WORSHIP (PreK-5th) 
After children’s message 
9:45-11:15am 
Children’s Chapel upstairs 

 

Join us for dinner, games, fun, fellowship, 
and faith building lessons. 

SUNDAYS 
5:30-7:00pm, at Church 
See Andy or Diane Crane for info 
Bring your friends! 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

WOMEN’S MONDAY EVENINGS 
In the Eye of the Storm, a Day in the Life 
of Jesus  
Mondays, 6:00pm, Phyllis Taylor’s 
see Gayle Kerns 

WOMEN’S TUESDAY EVENINGS 
Book of James  
Tuesdays, 7:00pm, Diane Crane’s 
see Diane Crane or Felicia Crowel 

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 
Women Who Followed Jesus  
Wednesdays, 10:00am, Church 
see Becky Repass 

WOMEN’S FRIDAY MORNINGS 
Living the Psalms 
Fridays, 9:30-11:00am, Church Kitchen 
see Connie Walters 

MEN’S SATURDAY MORNINGS 
Book of Revelation 
Saturdays, 8:00am, Church Kitchen 
see Dan Repass  

 

THROUGH OUT THE WEEK 
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WOMEN OF ACTON  
TOGETHER IN MISSION AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 

United Women in Faith?  

The United Women in Faith is the 
largest denominational faith 
organization for women in the 
world. We are focused on mission 
and providing opportunities for 
women to grow spiritually.  

If you attend a United Methodist 
church, you are a member of the 
United Women of Faith.   

At Acton there are opportunities for 
all women including helping with 
dinners, a reading circle, our 
blanket ministry and Acts of 
Kindness teams, fellowship 
events, our Craft Fair, and the 
annual Advent Tea. 

Please, think how you may enjoy 
becoming a part of the Acton 
United Women of Faith. 

If you have questions, please talk 
to one of the board members. 

2024 Officers 

President: Margie Townsend 
Vice President: Barb Thompson 
Secretary: Renee Knight 
Treasurer: Connie Walters 
Nominations: Becky Repass 
At Large: Lynn Newlon and Diana 
Baker 

 

Passing on kindness is the focus of the women’s 
group, Acts of Kindness.  This group holds sweet and 
savory sales on Sundays throughout the year to raise 
funds to pass on kindness to members of our 
congregation and even our community.  They also keep 

our acts of kindness boxes full of ideas for us to use during the week to 
pass on kindness to those we come across.  If you are interested in joining 
this group, please see Josette Randolph. 

MINISTRIES 

Prayer Blanket Ministry 
 ~Make quilts for those needing comfort 
 ~See Mary Ann Puckett to help 
 ~Call the office for a blanket 

Acts of Kindness 
 ~Sweet & Savory sale – May 19th 
 ~Six times throughout the year 
 ~Call Barb Thompson to help 

Reading Circle  
 ~June 17th, 6:30pm at Josette Randolph’s 
 ~The Book List, by Sara Nisha Adams 
 ~See Audrey Roberts for more information 

Hosting Fellowship Dinners 
 ~May 15th 
 ~See Margie T. if you can help 

Craft Fair 
 ~October 19th  

 ~Our main mission fundraiser 

 Advent Tea 
 ~December 8th, 4:00pm 

 ~See Margie T. to help in the planning 
 

BIBLE STUDIES 
~Monday evenings at 6:00pm 
~Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm 
~Wednesday mornings at 10:00am 

   ~Friday mornings at 9:30am 
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May Lessons 
The community of believers was one in heart and mind.  Acts 4:32 

May 5 ..... Bible Games 

May 12 ... Paul and Silas .................. Acts 16:16-40 .......... Diane Crane 

May 19 ... Pentecost ........................ Acts 2:1-41 .............. Sheila Sexton 

May 26 ... First Called Christians ..... Acts 11:19-26 .......... The Crowels 

 KIDS KORNER  
 

WELCOME TO KIDS KORNER, a page just for kids and their families.  

Learn about what the children are studying on Sunday and see what fun 

events are upcoming for the kids and families.  There’s also a Bible story 

to help you dig into God’s word.  Enjoy! 

 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY WORSHIP & FUN  
Our Kid’s Own Worship includes kids PreK through 5th grade.  They come 
upstairs to the Children’s Chapel for fun and learning after the children’s 
message.  The kids have their own worship followed by snacks, games, 
crafts, science experiments and mission projects. 

The first Sunday, kids stay in worship with their families so they can share 
the Lord’s Supper with us – make sure to come to the Children’s Chapel 
upstairs after worship for Bible Games.  All ages welcome! 

If your kids need to leave after worship, make sure to pick them up from 
the Children’s Chapel at the top of the stairs. 

 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
MISSIONS IN MAY 
Coins for Fletcher Place 
Food for God’s Bounty 
Pack Away Hunger – May 5th 
Peace with Justice – May 26th  

FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
May 15th, 6:00pm 

 

BIBLE STORY 

 

Acts 2:1-41 

What were the apostles 
able to do when the sprit 

fell on them? 

What prophet spoke of 
these events? 

What did Peter tell the 
people to do? 

How many people were 
baptized that day? 
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SAVE the DATE 

YOUTH GROUP 
 ~May 5th  

 ~5:30-7:00pm, AUMC 

NO YOUTH GROUP 
 ~May 12th 

 ~Happy Mother’s Day! 

FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
 ~May 15th, 6:00pm 

 ~6:00pm, AUMC 

YOUTH GROUP 
 ~May 19th  
 ~5:30-7:00pm, AUMC 

NO YOUTH GROUP 
 ~May 26th 

 ~Happy Memorial Day! 

in action 

YOUTH GROUP 
Youth 6th-12th grade 

Sunday evenings, 5:30-7:00pm 
  Dinner is provided as well as a lesson, games, 

and fun fellowship.  Friends are always 
welcome.  If you have questions, please speak 
with Andy or Diane Crane, our youth leaders. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:30am 

Youth Room 
The Case of Christ 
See Denise Gaunt 

with any questions. 

DINNERS 
If you can bring and 

serve dinner for 
the youth on a 

Sunday evening, 
please see Diane. 

YOUTH ARE NEEDED 
If you can help with Kids Klub this summer, 

please let Diane Crane know. 
It’s Wednesday mornings in June & July. 
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Scouting for Food 

   

Sharing Smiles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

New Scouts 
Troop 104 held their new scout outing 

in April and the new scouts learned how 
to set up a tent and campsite, how to 

start a fire, and cooking basics. 

 

Spring Camporee 
The ladies went back to 
Camp Kikthawenund and 
did archery, hiking, and 
fishing. 

Preschool 
A field trip to 
the zoo for the 
kids and their 
parents. 
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Enjoying God’s Goodness  

Winners 
Congrats to the Music Bingo winners! 

Egg Hunt 
Lots of fun was 
had at this year’s 
Egg Hunt! 
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