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Acton /n action
Newsletter of Acton UMC

LOVE ~ LEARN ~ SHARE ~ SERVE
with eternal purpose through faith in Jesus Christ

FEBRUARY

2"d  Reading Circle

8" Wear RED

8" Scout Sunday

8™"  Troop 219 Bake Sale
12" God’s Bounty

18" Fellowship Dinner

20™" Kid’s Night Out

21t Cancer Care Bag Event
22" Soup-er Bowl Cook-off

MARCH

8" Health Focus Sunday
12" God’s Bounty

15"  UMCOR Sunday

15" Bake Sale

18" Fellowship Dinner
22"Y Robert’s Park Meal

TEAM MEETINGS

Staff Parish. . ....... Feb 3™

Trustees ........... Feb 17
Mission . ........... Feb 25
UW of Faith........ April 61"

5650 Senour Road
Indianapolis, IN 46239
317-862-2588
www.actonumc.com

FEBRUARY 22

AFTER WORSHIP

Soraaci® ) S1ADMISSION | VOTEWITHYOURCASH |
WHO WILL WIN THE GOLDEN LADLE?

b6 Blake or Sam Warner to [iﬂtﬂ[
AV EEH le'TAR

FELLOWSHIP DINNER

February 18", 6:00pm

The gentlemen from Troop 104 will be hosting the
February fellowship dinner on February 18", at
6:00pm. Come and support our scouts at this
free-will offering meal.

MISSION FOCUS

Meijer Simply Give

Now through March 28", the Southport Meuer S
Simply Give program is for God’s Bounty. Buy a
$10 card and the food pantry gets $20 in
groceries.

GOD’S BOUNTY

February 11*" 6-7:00pm
February 12" 10am, 1-6:30pm

Scan to volunteer during our week at
God’s Bounty food pantry. See Charlie
Walters with any questions or for a tour.

HEALTH FOCUS

Heart Health

Hearts disease is the leading cause of death in the
United States. Learn more about heart healthy
ways and wear RED on Sunday, February 8™.




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

All things should be done decently and in order.
1 Corinthians 14:40

Whatever task you must do, work as if your soul
depends on it, as for the Lord and not for humans.
Colossians 3:23

Effective Ministry

Pastor Matthew Stultz

| found a couple of scriptures to help illustrate the importance of being organized for effective
ministry. There are many longer stories that teach us to keep striving for excellence in our faith. That
striving does not end in our own personal spirituality but must extend to the church itself.

Beginning this week, your Strategy Council will start a season of discernment and analysis to learn
about the single board structure for church governance. This is not an announcement of a change but
beginning a process with clear communication for you to know what is going on.

If Strategy Council can determine this change would be a fruitful change for AUMC, it will bring the
Congregational Council into the process for continued evaluation. Should church leadership determine
this is the best path, information sessions will be planned to communicate and listen to any
suggestions or concerns. Once all this has taken place our District Superintendent will be notified and
we will hold a Charge Conference to officially adopt the new structure. Dr. Peebles is on board and wiill
be briefed throughout the process.

| am writing to you not to signal something scary or strange. This new structure would streamline our
committees and drastically decrease our meetings and maximize our ministry. For a church our size,
this makes sense to investigate. If you have friends at Southport UMC, they have had this structure for
many years.

| am also writing this so that you can be in prayer for your leadership. This will be a time of
discernment and many hours of reading and learning will need to take place to make a wise
recommendation.

| pray that as we move to the 200" anniversary of the Acton United Methodist Church in 2027, we can
purposely evaluate and enhance how we organize ministry for maximum effectiveness.

| am so very thankful we have a ministry worth maximizing and a church family worth striving for
excellence to serve with for the sake of Jesus Christ.

Working with you for Jesus pW MWW

You can reach Pastor Matthew at matthewstultz@me.com or call the office to schedule an appointment.




ACTON IN ACTION

Fellowship Dinners Bake Sales
39 Wednesdays 3" Sundays
@6:00pm Odd Months
]
Mission Focus Ways to Serve
January - March God’s Bounty Food Pantry
Compassion Center Kroger Card Program
April - June Roberts Park Meals
God’s Bounty Blood Drives
July - September Cancer Care Bags
Roberts Park Soups On Loose Change Collection
October - December Fletcher Place Christmas
Fletcher Place The Compassion Center

Soup-er Bowl Sunday - February 22"
Egg Hunt - April 4™
Music Bingo - April 14"

Pack Away Hunger - May 17"
Kids Klub - June & July
Summer Spectacular - July 24"
Car Show - October 10*"

Craft Fair - October 24"
Trick-or-Treat - October 31
Advent Tea - December 6™
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ACTON

GOOD TO KNOW

Sermon Schedule

PRAYER LIST

February 1%

The Woman at the Well - John 4:1-42
February 8"

Healing Stories - John 4:46-52 [5:1-18]
February 15"

The Man Born Blind - John 9:1-41
February 22"

Jesus Raises Lazarus - John 13:1-17

HEALING AND STRENGTH
Family of Terry Puckett (Ed’s
brother), Family of John Warner
(Blake’s dad), Karen Fulk,
Reneee Knight, Beverly Aldous
(Barb Wiley’s sister), Kevin
McMahan, Kathy Phillips, Mary

Wright, David Phillips, Stan

Ensch, Cheryl Herron, Chris
Osborn (Grubb’s daughter)

OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS
Cherilynn Spicer, Madison
Hulskotter, Ethan Warner,
Kaylynn Clark, Henry Crane,
Molly Smith, Brianna Stultz, Nick
Hulskotter, Luke Jordan

OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
N. Crane, B. Kerns, M. Kerns, L.
Lamkin, A. Walters

If you would like to be added to
our prayer list or to the prayer
agapenet emails, please call the
church office. If you have a
confidential prayer request for
Pastor Matthew, you may also call
the church office.

' United
- = | Women
I in Faith

At Acton, there are opportunities
for all women including helping with dinners, a
reading circle, our blanket ministry, Acts of
Kindness team, fellowship events, mission
projects, our Craft Fair, and our annual Advent
Tea. Please think about how you may enjoy
becoming a part of the Acton United Women of
Faith. If you have any questions, please speak
with our President, Barb Thompson.

AN OLYMPICS KID’S NIGHT

Kid’s Night Out for kids, 4 years
old through 5™ grade, will be on

Friday, February 20", 6-9:00pm. =
Register with QR code or on our %
website. This is a free event. -

SCOUT SUNDAY & BAKE SALE

~ Join us on Sunday the 8™ for a special

Scout Sunday service. The ladies of

Troop 219 will also be holding their
' famous Valentine’s bake sale that day.

ASH WEDNESDAY
You can stop by and receive ashes on

=W Fecbruary 18" from 6:30-8:30am or join

us for our Ash Wednesday service at
7:00pm that evening.

HOPE FOR THE CURE

WOMEN'S MISSION PROJECT

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21°7
1-3:00 ~ FELLOWSHIP HALL
Assembling care bags for cancer patients

All ages invited
Bring your drink and a snack to share




FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

2"% Mary Jo Ensch
6" Barb Thompson

BAKE SALE
TROOP 219

FEBRUARY 8TH

10" Kameron Cress
15" Paul Hagan

17" Evelyn Boles
18"  Luke Tope

19" Margie Bartnick
19" Henry Crane
27" Jerry Grau

FEBRUARY LOOSE CHANGE

THE COMPASSION CENTER
N HEART

et | GREETERS [| 2026 BUDGET

February 1% The budget for 2026 has
Barb T. & Margie T. been approved. Copies
WEAR RED February 8" are available in the

TH Mi E hallway outside the
FEBURARY 8 Fz:,\;ii 1 ;Thdy nursery. Please let any

Cheryl H. & Joyce H. onkig\?v '?PeOFLllnsg\S: ;iam
February 22" 4 ’

questions.
Dan & Becky R.

Who will win the golden ladle?

[t’s not just chili any more! Our annual chili
cook-off is getting a remake into Soup-er
"~ Bowl Sunday on February 22" after worship.
.% Any soup is fair game for entry. Same rules
o« apply - purchase a spoon for $1 and vote

| for your favorites with cash. See Blake or
Sam Warner to enter your favorite soup.
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AMAZING

SUPPORT GOD’S BOUNTY

God’s Bounty is the local food pantry in Franklin
Township. It is supported by multiple churches
in the area, including Acton. There are many
ways to support the pantry throughout the year
and any support provided is appreciated.

e Grab a bag at church, fill it with food staples,
then bring it back to church. Missions will
make sure it gets delivered to the pantry.

¢ Purchase a Simply Give card at the Southport
Meijer. For every $10 card purchased, the
pantry will get $20 in groceries.

e Volunteer to work at the pantry. There are
jobs for everyone and Acton is responsible
for staffing the pantry on the
second Thursday each month.
See Charlie Walters if you have
guestions about what you can do
or scan the QR code to sign up.

SOUPS ON

Roberts Park UMC, located downtown on
Delaware, provides meals for the locals on
Sunday mornings. We support their Soups On
ministry with loose change, supply collections,
and help with serving meals. The Saturday
morning men’s study group will be serving the
meal on February 22" We also are helping
prepare and serve the meal on March 22", If you
would to help, please see Barb Wiley.

UNDERWEAR COLLECTION

Thanks to all who were able to contribute to the
collection of men’s underwear for our friends at
The Compassion Center. We were able to
donate over 90 pairs.

MISSION GIVING

THRU DECEMBER 31°7

Amazing Mission Fund

Balance: $10,358.17

Kairos Prison Ministry: $1,350
UMCOR - CA Fires: $3,000
Robert’s Park Meals: $420
ECHO: $25
UMCOR Sunday: $855
Pack Away Hunger: $4,000
Compassion Center: $1,000
UMCOR - TX Flood: $1,139
Operation Classroom: $2,000
Crop Walk: $1,000
Habitat for Humanity: $2,500
Exodus Refugee: $2,000
Fletcher Place Meal: $500
Fletcher Place Christmas: $568.53

Congregation Giving

Loose Change:
Brightwood Community: $193.15
Compassion Center: $410.29
Fletcher Place Meals: $569.91
Roberts Park Soup’s On: $559.26
Shepherd Community: $534.73

ECHO: $5,975

UMCOR US: $675

UMCOR Sunday: $755

UMCOR Texas Flood: $861

Ways to Give & Serve

Monthly Loose Change Offering
Food Pantry Collection
Amazing Mission Fund

Kroger Gift Card Program
God’s Bounty - 2™ Thursdays

Loose Change Offering

Give on Sundays or on-line
Shepherd Community Center Meals
Roberts Park Soup’s On Ministry

Compassion Center
Fletcher Place Meals Program

Next Mission Meeting
February 25", 6:00pm




MISSIONS IN 2025
Iel" sion Serving others in
F I the name of Christ

We give financially through the Amazing Mission fund and through direct
giving by the congregation to many mission ministries. You can see the
giving on the previous page for 2025. However, we do collections and
hands on work also. This is just a look at some of the things we did in 2025
to show God'’s love to those in our community and beyond.

124 pairs of underwear for The Compassion Center.

139 pairs of socks for The Compassion Center.

125 care bags for cancer patients and their caregivers.
127 boxes of crayons to Roberts Park.

10,152 meals packed for Pack Away Hunger.

72 lives saved through our blood drives.

70 yard toys for Fletcher Place Christmas.

75 outfits for girls for Fletcher Place Christmas.

80 different kids heard about Jesus at Kids Klub.

300+ people served at Roberts Park UMC Soups On.
1,200 families served at God’s Bounty.

1,535 pounds of food for Gods’ Bounty for our food drive.
900+ pounds of food for God’s Bounty outside the food drive.
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YOUR FAITH

SUNDAYS (&,
) TUDY GROUPS

ADULT CURRENT EVENTS A variety of groups meet during the week to
The Wired Word study God’s word and grow in faith together. All are
Sundays, 10:35-11:15am welcome! Reach out to the leader listed or the office.
Kitchen WOMEN'’S TUESDAY EVENING
Sandy Grubb & Charlie Walters The Book of Luke

Tuesdays, 7:00pm, at Diane Crane’s home
YOUTH See Diane Crane or Felicia Crowel
A STUDY OF NARNIA WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY MORNING

The Magician’s Nephew
Sundays, 10:35-11:15am
Youth Room off Kitchen
Denise Gaunt

The Sacred Art of Listening
Wednesdays, 10:00am, at church
See Becky Repass

LEARNING WITH PASTOR MATTHEW

KID’S OWN WORSHIP (4yr-5") More in depth on the Sunday message
After Children’s Message Thursdays, 6:30pm, in the sanctuary
Sundays, 9:45-10:30am See Pastor Matthew

Children’s Chapel upstairs WOMEN’S FRIDAY MORNING

Sheila Sexton The Message of Jesus

Fridays, 9:30am, at church
See Connie Walters

MEN’S SATURDAY MORNING

The Education Team is available Christian Community
to help resource adult and Saturdays, 8:00am, at church
children ministries with curriculum See Dan Repass

and materials for study. If your
group is interested in suggestions
or recommendations, please see
Pastor Matthew or Samantha
Warner. All materials promoted

OUTH GROUP

Our youth, 6-12%

through AUMC communications grade, meet on Sunday

will line up with the Social evenings, 5:30-7:00 for
Principles of The United Methodist dinner, a lesson, games, and
Church.

more. It is a fun evening of
fellowship. See Andy or
Diane Crane with questions.
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