Healing Stories

The message will deal with John 4:46-54 but there is a
second story that starts in chapter 5 where Jesus
heals again, this time in Jerusalem.

The main idea is that the first story takes place near
where water was turned into wine, and a man walks a
great distance to find Jesus to heal his son. Jesus
challenges him, again with the notion that people who
only believe because they have seen a miracle not
being trusted as real followers, with his motivation.
The man doubles-down with an authentic belief and
faith in Jesus as well as fatherly love for his son.
Jesus immediately heals the boy, at a distance.

In John 5:1-18 we have another miracle but this time it
sparks the anger of the officials. Read through this
passage and see if you can find things that contrast
with the first one.

—The royal official approaches Jesus
—The man by the pool does not

—Healing the boy is kept with the man and his family
—Healing the older man by the pool takes place on
the Sabbath and sets off a firestorm of opposition
from the Judean leadership in charge of the Temple.

The man by the pool is told by Jesus, “Take your mat
and walk” and although he has been healed the
Temple officials are angered because it is the sabbath
and the man is carrying something, therefore
“working.”

This is another example of the rules being so extreme
(working on the Sabbath), the greater good (healing) is
ignored.

What do you think about the strict adherence to the
rules vs. the grace of healing? When should we focus
on principles and when should we set them aside for
grace? Where do you see the balance point?

Things to think about this week

What tenets of your faith do you avoid or ignore? Why
is that? Is it because of a desire to provide space for
grace, or are the rules too difficult to follow? What are
some examples?

What opportunities for grace and acceptance will you
look for this week, both to give and to receive?
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