The Woman at the Well

Read Deuteronomy 11:29, 27:12. One of the biggest
issues dividing Jews and Samaritans was the location of
worship. Mt. Gerizim is known as the mountain of
blessing where the Israelites were commanded to
assemble upon entering the Promised Land to recite
blessings for obedience to God’s law. It was a sacred site
for covenant renewal under Joshua. Samaritan’s
considered it the true eternal house of God.

* Breaking Boundaries: Jesus, a Jew, initiates a
conversation with a Samaritan woman at noon,
disregarding traditional hostility between the groups
and gender norms of the time.

«  The "Living Water": Jesus offers her spiritual "living
water," explaining that while physical water from the
well only temporarily quenches thirst, his water
brings eternal life.

*  Prophetic Knowledge: Jesus reveals his
supernatural knowledge by disclosing the woman’s
past—that she has had five husbands and is
currently living with a man not her husband—leading
her to recognize him as a prophet.

- Definition of Worship: Jesus shifts the conversation
from the debate over where to worship (Mount
Gerizim or Jerusalem) to how to worship, stating
that true worshipers will worship the Father in "spirit
and truth".

* Revelation of Messiahship: In a direct and early
testimony, Jesus reveals to her that he is the
Messiah.

*  Transformation and Mission: The woman,
convinced by Jesus, leaves her water jar and tells
the townspeople about him. Her testimony leads
many Samaritans to believe in Jesus as the Savior
of the world. She is the first apostle.

There are many lessons we can take from this passage but
four main ones come to mind first, especially for women
reading this Bible story:

God calls humanity to a purpose in the kingdom
God sees and hears us

God always allows us a fresh start

God helps us find our voice in the quiet
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When are some moments in your life where you felt your
voice was not valued? How does this story remind you
that your place in the community of Christ is valued and
important? How can you shift your faith to live out in a
way that widens the circle like Jesus did?

The Woman at the Well, John 4:1-42
Acton United Methodist Church
Sunday February 1, 2026
Rev. Dr. Matthew D. Stultz



