Love: How do these devotions teach about the love of God
and the love for one another?
Learn: What have you learned about where Jesus walked that
helps you with where you walk?
Share: What key insights have you learned this week on how to share your faith with
others?
Serve: Look at the prayer list. Who can you pray for? Who needs a little extra help
in an area where you can make a difference?
Healing Strength: Rex Townsend, Stan Ensch, Wayne Lewis (friend of Mary Jo
Ensch), Chris Osborn (Ken and Sandy Grubb’s daughter), Janet Coons (Donna’s
daughter)
Homebound: Mary Hicks, Mary Schmidt, Joann Young, Jeanne Carman
Military Personnel: Adam Walters, Joseph Roberts, Lucas Lamkin, Adam Clark
MONDAY 3.14.16 Luke 5:12-16 The words “Jesus reached out his hand, and touched
him” may not seem odd. But it was a stunning act. In that day, most skin diseases were
lumped together as “leprosy.” Leviticus 13-14 called for isolating those who had them
so as not to spread the disease. Most people felt fear and revulsion for these sufferers,
and avoided all contact. But Jesus touched the man, and said, “I do want to. Be clean.”
Today we know more about leprosy and other skin diseases, and “lepers” don’t wear
signs that say “unclean.” But social shunning still goes on in 2012. We shun people
based on race, age, gender, socio-economic or educational level, religion, sexual
orientation, disabilities, even personal quirks, political beliefs, or looks. Have you ever
been shunned? Have you shunned someone else? How is God asking you to live up
to Jesus’ example in touching the leper today?
TUESDAY 3.15.16 Luke 17:11-19 Again we see how isolated these sufferers were.
They raised their voices and called to Jesus from a distance. Their isolation may have
broken down ethnic barriers—at least one was a Samaritan, but the story’s setting
(verse 11) hints that some of the lepers were Jewish. Jesus certainly broke down those
barriers—he healed them all, and welcomed the Samaritan who offered thanks. Jesus’
command—“Go, show yourself to the priests” (verse14)—was the way people were
declared clean. But it preceded the actual cleansing. When they acted on Jesus’ word,
they apparently opened the way for his power to flow. In what ways does this speak to
you? In what part of life might you need to act on God’s wishes, rather than waiting for
him to make everything right before you act?
WEDNESDAY 3.16.16 John 4:3-26 Verse 3 said Jesus “had to go through Samaria.”
Pastor Roger Frederickson notes that “he did not need to save the three days He could
gain by passing through this hostile province rather than crossing the river and going
up the eastern desert route. There did not seem to be urgent needs in Galilee ... He
knew the ... spiritual hunger of the Samaritan people, and the Father had sent Him into

the whole world—not just part of it. He could not avoid these people in spite of the long
history of resentment and antagonism between Jews and Samaritans.” The woman
tried to keep the conversation abstract and impersonal, especially in verse 20. But
Jesus would not be side-tracked—he kept reaching for her heart. What issues or
questions function at times to help you keep God “at a distance,” an interesting subject
for study and discussion rather than a life-changing Savior and Lord?
THURSDAY 3.17.16 John 4:27-42 The effects of Jesus’ talk with the woman at the
well reached far beyond her life. She dashed into town, told everyone about her visit
and asked, “Could this man be the Christ?” (verse 29). And Jesus taught his disciples,
who seemed to think no sharing could do any good in this hostile territory, an important
lesson about spiritual vision. “Open your eyes,” he said, “and notice that the fields are
already ripe for the harvest” (verse 35). The towns people came, and listened to Jesus.
In the end they said, “We have heard for ourselves and know that this one is truly the
savior of the world” (verse 42). How can you hear the voice of Jesus for yourself today?
What spiritual practices (including but not limited to reading the GPS) help you “hear
for yourself” Christ’s call on your life?
FRIDAY 3.18.16 Matthew 9:9-13 Israelites saw their countrymen who collected
Roman taxes as traitors and outcasts. Rome’s laws let them get rich by overcharging
people. But Jesus didn’t see Matthew as an outcast—he saw one of his “sheep” in
need of his inclusive love(Luke15:1-7). He called Matthew to “Follow me,” and Matthew
left his predatory work and wealth behind to follow Jesus. The Pharisees were
incensed, but Jesus said they failed to grasp that God is, above all, a God of mercy
and grace. Who do you identify within this passage? The outcast Matthew? The
judgmental Pharisees? The merciful, gracious Jesus? Perhaps at times all three? How
can you grow in your ability to see people not through the filters of judgment, prejudice
and fear, but through the loving, merciful eyes of Jesus?
SATURDAY 3.19.16 Luke 19:1-10 Another outcast Jew (Zacchaeus, “a ruler among
tax collectors”) went to great lengths to see Jesus: “he climbed up a sycamore tree.”
Jesus very publicly said, “Zacchaeus, come down—I must stay in your home today.”
Jesus bucked general social rules by inviting himself into a personal relationship with
this outcast. To those who grumbled he said that he “came to seek and save the lost.”
(Zacchaeus sought Jesus, only to find that Jesus was seeking him!) In Zacchaeus’
response to Jesus we see a heart change. Suddenly the value God places on people
became more important to him than “stuff.” It’s been said that on the one hand, Jesus
offers “invitation” to those who feel lost and in need of him, and on the other hand
“challenge” to those who feel no need of him. Where are
you on this spectrum? Ask God to open your eyes to your
need of Christ in your life as Lord and Savior. Ask for
courage to accept Christ’s offer to “stay in your home
today,” freeing you from reliance on external riches to
make room for the inner riches only Christ can give you.

