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LOVE;, LEARN SHARE SERVE with eternal purpose through faith in Jesus Christ

SOMETHING O THINKABOUT
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by secular influences than Advent. Now it is a time traditionalgre believers give uf
something to punish themselves and to force a deeper introspection during the 40 de¢
[ Sylo ¢CKIFiQa | 3aINBFKG ARSHO® PYOAE GKS
Jesus Christ is chocolate, or Frefficghs. Inthe past few years, American Christians he
made the journey from Lent into Easter an extension of Weight Watchers. Now, itis a
idea to reclaim your health and become more active and eat better food. But Lent i
meant to give us the power thave discipline that has been lacking since we busted
bSg ,SINRa NBaz2fdziAz2zy Ay 6SS| (g20 { 2
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Keep it awg. If it is harmful, then it needs to stay away. Focus on something you can
become. Try to start a new practice that will continue after Easter and continue to
your soul, like a walk or devotional time. Lentis a sacred journey where thg ifoon your
own sin, depravity, need for grace; so that you might engage more deeply the Resurr:
of Easter. To help you, your church is going to have a few worship opportunities to
things going:

1 Wednesday, February TGt 7:00pm- Ash Wednesaly Service

! Wednesday, February 724", March 29, 9", 16" at 6:30pm- Holden Evening, ¢

musical reflection on the Christian journey
1 Thursday, March 2%at 8:00pm- Maundy Thursday
1 Friday, March 25at 8:00pm- Tenebrae Service (not suitable for ymer children,
but childcare will be provided)

I know that schedules get busy, but if you can get to as many worship opportunities &
can, especially Maundy Thursday and Tenebrae, | truly believe this could be one of thi
impactful Easter Sundaysty have ever celebrated. Each opportunity carries within itse
crucial portion of the story of our redemption through the suffering, death, and resurrec
of Jesus Christ.
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Pastor Matthew
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MARKYOURCALENDARS

KIDS NIGHT OWTFEBRUARY"5
Kids, join us for a fun evening of food, games, crafts, and of course a great movie. TKelsixght Out
isFriday, February 8from 6-9:00pm Bring your pillow, a blanket, and a friend. Leave your folks at home!
RSVP to Connie Waltets maked dzNB5 (G KSNBX Qa Sy 2dzZaK F22R FyR ONI Ti

ASH WEDNESDAY SERYIEHEBRUARY 10
Joinuson Ash Wednesdayo begin your Lenten Seasoiservice starts at00pmon Wednesday,
February 1@'. Childcare will be provided.
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SCOUT SUNDAYEBRUARY "4
Scouts and their families are invited to join us for @mout Sundayvorship service orrebruary 14 at
9:30am This is a special service that recogn@aesscouting ministy at Acton.

BAKE SALFFEBRUARM"

»< Stop by theBake Saldable after worshipon February 14" and pick upa treat or savory for your
-7 a0SSGKSI NI T2 NPracdeldsQ)y o pagsSon aur I6vie ® those in need within our
Rl % church and in our community.

FELLOWSHIP DINNEREBRUARY 17 _
C S 0 NH#eld#®ship Dinnerwill be on Wednesday, February #7at 6:00pm All folks in our . >
community are invited so please ask your friends or neighbors.

HOLDEN PRAYER SERWWOHEHIDNESDAY IN LENT
Join us oiWednesdays at 6:30prim Lent (February ¥7and 24", and March 29, 9", and 18") for amuscial
reflection on the Christian journey These services will last about-28 minutes.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE MAUNDY THURSDAY SERYIKIERCH 2
for ¢tKAa @&SFNR& al dzyRé ¢KdAdzZNARF& aSNB&oOS o
8:00pm. Childcare will be provided.

WEEK GOOD FRIDAY SER\YGRARCH 3"

1 Ol2yQa D22R CNARF& aSNIBAOS (GKAA& &SI NJ
March 23" at 8:00pm. This service is not appropriate for small children but childcare vgtiveded.
EASTER WORSHIMARCH 27

Easter Sunday services will be held at the normal worship time of 9:30am. Please invite your friends and
family to join us for this special worship.



FELLOWSHIP ANDN TIMES
SMILE®FACTON
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SAWS helping a
neighbor.

COMPASSION CENT("

T

Dake after story time
with the Preschool.

Scouts playing their new-8quare game.

Cool sites around town : .
The youth have enjoyed using it as well.



CONGREGATIONAL CARE
PLEASE PRAY FOR YOMIBRCH FAMILY
HEALING S:I'RENG'IWIiIbur MeyAer,,PavuI HagarRex Townsend,arry SuitsChris Osborn (Ken
Tl 3 {FYR& DNYz0IBWEG R 2ZARE SNHZY YW a O/ dzt t 2dz3K Q4
7 OURHOMEBOUND MEMBERSary Hicks, Mary Schmidt, Joann Young, Jeanne Carman
MILITARY PERSONNA&iam Walters, Joseph (Andy) Robekiscas LamkijrAdam Clark

If you have a prayer request please call the office or fill out a prayer request card during Sunday worship so that vag nf
for you and your loved ones. A request for prayer can also be sent out to other membarsador added to the prayer list
but we know that details of prayer requests can be private so information and updates will only be shared if requested

EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY

HARE THE BLESSINGI$ MAVE RECEIVED

SOCKS WERE APPRECIATED
Thanks to everyoneho providel socks for the Compassion Center and Wheeler Mission Christmas day
about half of socks were distributed at the Compassion and the other half went to Wheeler Mission.

VALENTINE CARDS FOR SNBT
Margie Townsend and Anne Meyervill be delivering Valentinesto our shutins during the week
before Felruary 14", Please have yowalentinego the church no later tharFelruary 7.

(" )
COMPASSION CENTER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED February
Volunteers areneeded for Compassion Center during the week da&ysept Loose Change
for Wednesdas. If anyone has the time to help, please contBctice McKay and $1 Collection
Brightwood
BLANKETS AND TOOLS COLLECTION \ )

Blankets and CWS ToolsThis collection wiprovide assistancmeeting the immediate needs of
those in crisis antheeting the longer term goals afidependence andelfsupport of persons in
CWS our country and around the wail TheAmazing Mission Fund will match the amount collected

@ The congregation will be doing a collection cebfuary 2F for Church World Service (CWS

D2RQa . 2dzyié C22R tl Yyl /
We collect food items during each month for our local food pantry. Please drc
donations at the display in the Church library just inside the fitonts.




RISK TAKING MISSION AND SERVICE

SFERVINGTHERS IN THNAME OFCHRIST

COMPASSION CENTER
Thanks to the Men's Saturday Morning
Bible Study and Cherilynn Spicdor
preparing and serving the Sunday mes
on January 8. We had plenty of food
and desserts thatwere used throughout
the week.

SAWS STILL BUSY AT WORK &
The SAWS team was able to get o
the snow hit. Thanks to all whdes
helped. Jackie the recipientwent up
and down the rampwhen it was
finishedand was quite pleasedShe
had a bigsmile onher face when she
came out on it.

EXODUS INFORMATION
A few weeks ago our Mission Team met with a representative from t
refugee resettlement group, Exodus. They are a local Indianapolis gr
that works wth refugee families that have met all Homeland Securi
and State Department requirements. We heard about all the intrica
and drawnout procedures to keep citizens safe. In fact, | wi
encouraged by a report from the director of Homeland Security th
detailed the journey of each and every refugee that comes to the Unit
States. It was a great balance of security and compassion that | had
heard in any media report. Part of the presentation shared ways tt
local churches can connect with Exodashelp local refugees. There is
a checklist of items where we can be conversation partners, help te:
9y It AaKXZ FdzNyAaK | avyl tf I LJ- N
appointments or even grocery shopping. There is also an offi
designation as a chah partner where we take on all the responsibilitie
for a family. While the team and | do not believe our church is ready
jump in that deep our first go around, we are confident there will b

int toin | [ -
more. about  this > =
LIFE

crucial ministry and
ways we can help.

AHEAD - "

AMAZING MISSION FUND
As ofDecember 312015

Balance: 3,828.21

D2RQ& .2dzyG&Y PHZIR
D2RQa . 2dzyGé& DATG
Shoebox Postage: $99

Burkina Faso: $2,242.41

OTHER MISSION OUTREACH
Month of December

Fletcher Place$196.86(loose change)
Burkina Faso: $5,757.59
Garage Sale Tithe:

Brightwood: $265.89

Fletcher Place:$265.90

Vida Nueva: $265.89

Operation Classroom: $800

WAYS TO GIVE
Monthly Food Pantry Collection
Amazing Mission Fund
KrogerGift Card RewardBrograms

WAYS TO SERVE
Compassion Centerl® Sunday
D2 RQ& ¢2% tayrsday

NEXT MISSION TEAM MEETINGC
February 24, 6:00pm

DATES TO REMEMBER
February ¥ ¢ Compassion Center
February 11 ¢cD2 RQ& . 2dzy (i &
February 2# ¢ Mission Team Meeting

]
Dear children, let us not love witt
words or speech but with actions

and in truth.
1 John 3:1€




INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT
LEARN ANIBROW INYOURFAITHG ALL AREVELCOME

LENTEN

.y

STUDY GRO

Join us in Lent as we studyhe
Way, by Adam Hamilton

Our kids and youth will be doing study as
well during their Sunday school class.

Books will be handed out at the
introduction for adults on February7?

The first lesson will be on February™ 4

Each week, ahort video will be shown
shatly after worship in the Sanctuary
then groupswill break out forstudy.

Please sign up for the study so we ca
make sure we have enough books.

ADAM HAMILTON

Thekwhy

Walking in the
Footsteps of Jesus

YOUTH GROURJoin us fodinner, fun fellowship,
and faith building lessons

Meets Sundays, 5:30pm, Fellowship Hall
SeeAndy or Diane Crane

Wha9bQ{ ¢ 9{ 5dStarti®ga9 b L
new study February ®

Meets Tuesdays-8:000m, church library,
childcare providedseeDianeCrane

WOMEN OF FAIT¢Before Amen
Meets Wednesdays, 10:00aifthhe Wesley
House seeBecky Repass

Meets Fridays, 9:3Q01:00am, church kitchen,
seeAnne Meyer

a9bQ{ ¢} 9¢{ 5!c,lsaie§]1¢9bLbD{MEN.s
Meets Tuesdays-8:00pm, churctkitchen STUDY
childcare providedseeAndy Crane :

a9bQ{ {! ¢! w5! cThaPmophe™ T
Meets Saturdays, 8:@®n, church kitchersee
Dan Repass

THURSDAY

[0
ADULT THURSDAYENING&One Thousand Git 5
Ann Voskamp

Meets hursdays7:30pm,F & YSy 3 { I yRe |




PASSIONATE WORSHIP

THE WAY
February .7.......Transfiguration..............ccooeeeicceeeeevvennnnn ) Mark 8:29:8
February 14.....Baptism and Temptation....................c.—- Mark 1:93, Matthew 41
February 21.....The Healing Ministry..............cooooeeeee. Mark 1:228, Luke 4:189
February 28.....Proclaiming the Kingdom....................... Matthew 52a, 7:249
March 6............ Calming the Stormy............ooooeeiiieeeee. Mark 3:381
March 13......... Sinners, Cedsts, and the Poor................ John 4:30
March 20Q......... The Final Week..........cooooiiiiiiieeeeee Mark 11:70

RADICAL HOSPITALITY
SHARINGSODRLOVEWITHCARDS

In 2014, the UMW started th8hare, Cargand Cards Ministry This ministry
helps bring cheer and good tidingsdor members who cannot worship witt
us regularly on Sunday mornings.

CtKAAa =l fSYydAySQa 51e&>x (GKS {KINB
Valentines. Every family is invited to bring Valentine cartis share

Individual mailboxesire in the coat ar@ of the Narthex beside the Secre
Sister malrllbox We will need your Valentines no later than Sunda Valentines
February7™.

. SF2NB £ f S \edius yilfhe gersenklly delivérdd S

This ministrycelebrates various occasions throughout the year. If youda
guestions or suggestions about this ministry, please contact Margie
Townsend or Anne Meyer.

Recent

/|

for Cur
Friends

GET YOUR CALENDAR OUT

Note: Event dates may adjus$ events are further planned and things are always added

FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY
Kids Night Out 5" Holden Prayeg 2", 9", 16"  Bake Sale 10" Kids Night Out, 61
Ash Wednesdag 10" Bake Sale 13" 22YSyQa ¢a®Sy . Bake Salg 8"
Bake Sale 14" Fellowship Dinneg 16" Fellowship Dinneg 20" Fellowship Dinneg 18"
Scout Sundayg 14" Maundy Thursday 24"
Fellowship Dinneg 17 Good Friday, 25"

Holden Prayeg 17" & 24" | Easter Egg Humt26"
EasterSundayg 27"
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GOOD TO KNOW
TiDBITS OAUMCNEWS

A MUSICAL THANK YOU
g To the Church and Ch@imhanks

W%LYS . to the choir and musicians that
WHHLL * gave time and work for a great

Tunzy

Advent Season. Sincere thank
for the generous gift for Christmas. Your love ar
support is greatly appreciated. Love in Chgst
Debi and Amy

LENTEN STUDY
52y Q0 F2NBSG (2 weililpe
doing in Lent during the Sunday school time. TI
study isThe Way by Adam Hamilton Adult,
youth and kid classes will be held. Books a
provided.

OFFICE HOURS

The church office is opedonday throughFriday
from 9:001:00pm Pastor Matthew is in the office
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays unless
has appointments or visitations. He prepares h
sermon at his home study on Thursdays and
typically off on FridaysHis door is open when he
is inthe officeif you need to stop by and visit. He
is always available, so pleasall the office if you
need to schedule timahen he is not in.

ézi'eefer
e

GREETERS
If you can help show sontespitality
to our visitors on Sunday morning
please sign up to be a greer at the (
Acton in Actionboard.

NEW BIBLE STUDY STARTING
The Thursday evening Bible Study grous
starting a new studyOQne Thousand Giftey Ann
Voskamp Everyone is invited to attend. The
group meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30pmat
YSY YR {lYyR& DNMz0Qa

February 2016
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Restaurant onMonday March 7 at 6:00pm to
discussThe Boston Gitthy Anita Diamant, also author
of the bestsellelThe Red Tent. The Boston @Girh
novel about a young Jewish woman growing up
Boston in the early twentieth century told with
optimism and humor. Anne Meyer will happily orde
the book for you in hardcover for $14.98. It is als
available at the library and most bookstores. A
women of the church are cordially invited to join us ii
the Reading Circle. If you are wondering whether yc
would enjoy the Reading Circle, it fise to come
without having read the bookeven, though you will
enjoy it more if you have. For more information
please contacAnne Meyer

PASTOR ON VACATION
Pastor Matthew will be out of the office on vacatior
on March 1216 and March 28April 10. If you need
something, please contact the church office.

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
Registration for the comingreschoolschool year
starts February #. Registration forms are on our
website (actonumc.com) or call the church offici
(8622588) Remember we hava four year old Pre
Kclassand athree year old Preschoallass

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY
All Scoutspast and current,
are invited to join us for thig
&SI NDa { O2 dzi
February 1# at 9:30am




Page9 LOVE; LEARN, SHARE SERVE

AUMC LEADERSHIP NEW

COMMITTERJPDATES

COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
All are welcome to attend any committee meeting
with the exception of Staff ParigRelations (SPRC]
RdzS (2 GKS O2yFARSY (AL WOImen

® N
discussions.
1 Congregational CouncilApril 25, 7:00pm m Ons
T Finance..........cccccevuveneee. April 25, 6:00pm
1 Ministry (MLT)............... February 8, 6:30pm
1 Staff Parish Relations....February 1, 6:30pm
T Trustees.......coceevvveinnnne. February 16, 6:00pm | The United Methodist Women of Acton would like tc
T Worship Team............... March 22, 6:30pm share what they were able to do during 2015 throug

the help of somany. If you would like more
information on any of these mission programs
please contact a UMW member.

FINANCE UPDATE
Because of the faithful givingf the members of

AUMCwe were able to meet all of our financial| AUMCc Gasoline Gift Cards.................. $125
obligations of our2015 budget. Our giving was | AUMCc Camperships...............ccconee $400
103%o0f our budget and our expenses wed%of AUMC- Military Gift Cards.......ccccvvvvnnnes $200
our budget for the year.We were able to pay our AUMCC SNUEINS.....covvveviveiiiiiiiieiiiieainenens $72.41
tithe to Conference as well as to our District t( AUMC- Book of John................... $89.10
support their ministries.The ending balance in the OperationClassroom............cccccceeeveeen. $500
genera| fundvas $%,600 and was transferred to World Vision AdOpt a Child................... $420
the Trusteesaccountas approved by the Finance Franlf"n TOWﬂShip FaSt'TraCk ........... v.$100 ]
Team In addition to our budgeted expenses, wg D2 RQa . 2dzyue..C2.2.R.5800 y U N
have been able to pay additional moneﬁm Barnes UMC.......cooviiiie i $2,128
month to our month|ypayment for the Site & UMGCOR .. $500
Sound loan. Since we started pay|ng on the loa Little Library ........................................... $200
an additional$25,000 has been applied to the Peace Learning Center...............ccuvveee $100
principal. Heifer Project........cccooeeeviieeieieiee, $200
Subm|ttedby Larry SUitS, Finance Chal Arlington Elementary. ............................ $200
The Son Foundation...............ccccueuee. $400
Project HOp@........cooovviiiiiiiiiiieieee e, $100

District¢ Extra Giving.........cccccvvveeeeeeen.n. $247

Income........$262,976........ 103%of budget
Expenses...$253,090........ 98% of budget

Followwus orﬂ id @
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Scouting News

An overnight climbing at Hoosier Height

Burning he brush pile behind the churct

{GFraAay3 &1 N¥ I

Preschool News




